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THE RITZ-CARLTON, NIKKO UNVEILS ITS DESIGN CONCEPT 

The first international luxury hotel in Tochigi prefecture will welcome guests to a historical enclave for 

diplomats and dignitaries on scenic Lake Chuzenji 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
NIKKO, JAPAN – 19 December 2019 – Situated on the eastern shore of Lake Chuzenji in a neighborhood that has 

been the summer residence of foreign dignitaries since the late nineteenth century, The Ritz-Carlton, Nikko will open 

its doors in summer 2020. Two and a half hours north of Tokyo, Nikko is renowned for the 97-meter cascade of Kegon 

Falls and the splendid architecture of Shinto shrines and Buddhist temples set in a UNESCO World Heritage site. 

Befitting this distinguished location, the luxury resort will welcome visitors to refined spaces that unite Japanese and 

western aesthetics in sophisticated ways. 

 

Layan Architects + Designers of Melbourne, Australia is overseeing the interior design of the hotel’s public spaces, 

guestrooms, and suites. Principal Johannes Hart comments, “Stepping into The Ritz-Carlton, Nikko, one will be 

instantly embraced by a sophisticated, warm and welcoming setting, reminiscent of arriving at a wealthy gentleman’s 

home. There are no opulent or over-scaled spaces here. The spirit of Nikko, indeed the very design philosophy of this 

hotel, is all about nature and immersing oneself in the beauty of the place.” 

 

Guests will be ushered into spaces that showcase aesthetics treasured by the Japanese: the transition of light and 

shadow, an abundance of natural wood and stone textures, and the changing of the seasons. Upon arrival one emerges 

from the shadowy calm of the stone-lined entry hall into the soft light of the arrival lobby. Courtyard views, natural 

wood louvers, and vintage hand-painted timber panels salvaged from the 120-year-old property that formerly stood on 

this site add interest to the space. Artworks curated by the Tokyo-based Artfront Gallery Co., Ltd., such as sculptures 

made of stone and iron by domestic and international artists, complement the scene. Materials are showcased 

throughout the hotel in their natural form, an honesty of finishes that is integral to the true luxury of The Ritz-Carlton, 

Nikko and it emphasis on ephemeral beauty. 

 

Beyond this transitional space, three distinctive zones form the heart of the hotel’s main public area: The Lobby 

Lounge, The Library, and The Bar.  Situated on one long rectangular axis, these relaxing areas are linked by views of 
the lush hotel garden with Lake Chuzenji and the mountains beyond. In the center, The Library cradles guests in a 

warm space appointed with hand-tufted rugs, a custom-designed table of solid walnut, and two fireplaces that provide 

focal points at either side. At the far end is The Bar, where a sparkling amber display of Japanese and international 

whiskeys sits on a room-height shelf made of hand-glazed Japanese ceramic tiles. 

The Bar (rendering) The Library (rendering) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The 94 guestrooms and suites of The Ritz-Carlton, Nikko also unite modern flair with a graceful Japanese aesthetic. 

Generously sized from 57 to 277 square meters, all residences feature a private balcony that melds seamlessly with 

an engawa lounge area. Inspired by traditional Japanese residential design, this space functions flexibly as an 

extension of the balcony or as part of the indoors, expanding the room and guests’ experience of the magnificent 

surroundings. In any season guests can bathe in natural light and take in the fresh highland air along with the 

spectacular views of Lake Chuzenji or Mount Nantai, a sacred mountain worshipped since ancient times. Japanese 

touches are also reflected in the generously sized stone bathrooms. Each is equipped with a deep-soaking tub and a 

shower that overlooks a Zen rock garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Quiet earth tones and the ample use of wood and stone contribute to the tranquil atmosphere of the carefully crafted 

guestrooms and suites, where various functions are layered over one another to create an experience of fluidity and 

surprising spaciousness. Sixteen connecting rooms are available to comfortably accommodate those travelling on 

vacation with extended family or friends. As with all spaces of the hotel, guests are placed at the center of an 

experience where local history, culture, and craftsmanship intersect to create a timeless haven of peace and serenity. 

 

For more information on The Ritz-Carlton, Nikko, visit www.ritzcarlton.com/en/hotels/japan/nikko. To learn more 

about the natural beauty of this destination, see The Ritz-Carlton, Nikko—A journey to spiritual and adventure-

filled Nikko.  
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Arrival Lobby (rendering) The Lobby Lounge (rendering) 

  

  

Lake Chuzenji View King (rendering) 
 

The Ritz-Carlton Suite (rendering) 
 

https://www.ritzcarlton.com/en/hotels/japan/nikko
https://youtu.be/_ofxxAro7VM
https://youtu.be/_ofxxAro7VM


 

About The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company, LLC 

The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company, L.L.C., of Chevy Chase, MD., part of Marriott International, Inc., currently 

operates more than 100 hotels and over 45 residential properties in 30 countries and territories. For more 

information or reservations, visit the company web site at www.ritzcarlton.com, for the latest company 

updates, visit news.ritzcarlton.com and to join the live conversation, use #RCMemories and follow along on 

Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company, L.L.C. is a wholly owned subsidiary of 

Marriott International, Inc. (NASDAQ:MAR). The Ritz-Carlton is proud to participate in Marriott Bonvoy, 

the new name of Marriott’s travel program replacing Marriott Rewards®, The Ritz-Carlton Rewards®, and 

Starwood Preferred Guest® (SPG). The program offers members an extraordinary portfolio of global brands, 

experiences on Marriott Bonvoy Moments and unparalleled benefits including earning points toward free hotel 

stays and nights toward Elite status recognition. To enroll for free or for more information about the program, 

visit MarriottBonvoy.marriott.com. 

 

 

About The Ritz-Carlton, Nikko 

Scheduled to open in summer 2020, The Ritz-Carlton, Nikko is the first international luxury hotel in Tochigi 

prefecture. Two and a half hours north of Tokyo by car or rail, the resort is situated within Nikko National 

Park on scenic Lake Chuzenji, within walking distance of the spectacular Kegon Falls. Guests can enjoy easy 

access to the UNESCO World Heritage site “Shrines and Temples of Nikko,” as well as to the renowned 

Senjogahara marshland and other hiking trails. Uniting modern flair with graceful Japanese design, The Ritz-

Carlton, Nikko offers 94 spacious guestrooms and suites, two restaurants for Japanese and western cuisine, 

and distinct venues for drinks, lounging, and even outdoor picnicking. In addition to the contemporary Ritz-

Carlton Spa with four private treatment rooms, the resort is the first Ritz-Carlton hotel to feature an authentic 

hot-spring experience in the Japanese onsen tradition. Guests will feel rejuvenated by the therapeutic thermal 

waters, drawn from the springs of nearby Yumoto Onsen, that fill spacious indoor and open-air tubs in separate 

facilities for men and women. Magnificent garden views while soaking make this classic Japanese experience 

all the more uplifting. 

http://www.ritzcarlton.com/
http://news.ritzcarlton.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ritzcarlton/
https://twitter.com/RitzCarlton
https://www.instagram.com/ritzcarlton/
https://www.marriott.com/loyalty.mi

